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CLAIMS: 

A computer readable storage medium containing a program element for execution 
a CPU, said program element comprising: 

first program component for causing a 'computer to deliver first information to 
a\ser, the first infomiation prompting the user to enter at the compixter 
infOTpation about a rail transportation service for shipment of goods by one or 
more raUcars; 

b) a secondwogram component for receiving infomiation about a basic pool of 
railcars, saiaksecond program component implementing a filter for filtering the 
basic pool of laUcars based on one or more filtering criteria to produce a filtered 
pool of railcars, saSd second program component causing the computer to deliver 
second information^ the user, the second information prompting the user to 
select at the computer age or more railcars. among the filtered pool of railcars for 
the shipment of goods; 

c) a third program element fo^omputing a price for the shipment of the goods at 
least in part on the basis of: 

i) the rail transportation servicel^ 

ii) one or more characteristics of^e railcars in the filtered pool of railcars 
selected by the user. 

2) A method for computing the price for shipping ^^ds, comprising: 

a) causing a computer to deliver first intSDnnaiiol^to a user, the first infonnation 
prompting the user to enter at tw computer information about a rail 
transportation service for shipmenl^f goods by one or more railcars; 

b) receiving information ^^ut Voasic pool of railcars and filtering the basic pool 
of railcars based on/oneAr [iiore filtering criteria to produce a filtered pool of 
railcars; 

c) causing the cpmm^ to deliver second infonnation to the user, the second 
infomiation s^oj^^un^^h^^ select at the computer one or more railcars 
among the fMei^ pool of railcars for the shipment of goods; 

d) computing a price for the shipment of the goods at least in part on the basis of: 
i) tlje rail transportation service; 
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ii) one or more characteristics of the railcars in the filtered pool^f railcars 
selected by the user, 

3) A method for requesting a quote for a price for shipping goods by^ail, comprising: 

5 a) displaying information at a client system prompting a user to enter at the client 

/ 

system information about a rail transportation service for^^hipment of goods by 
one or more railcars; 

b) displaying information at the client system prompting the user to enter at the 
client system one or more filtering criteria;. 
10 c) sending to a server system the information aboijjjr^the rail transportation service 
for shipment of goods by one or more railcars; > 

H= d) sending to tlie server system the one or more^ltering criteria; 

D // 
1^ e) receiving at the client system from the server system information about a filtered 

ffi pool of rail cars produced by filtering a .basic pool of rail cars on the basis of the 

O 

^ 15 one or more filtering criteria; 

O f) displaying at the client system inMmation to the user prompting the user to 

^ select at the client system one or more rail cars among the filtered pool of 

0 railcars for the shipment ofthe«oods; 

pj X A 

p g) sending to the server s^tem^tKe information about the one or more rail cars 

^ 20 selected by the user fg^ the mipment of the goods; 

O / / 

fu h) receiving at the client sys^b fi'om the server system inforaiation about the price 

for the shipment of the goods; 

/ # \ 

i) displaying to ih©^user ajr the\client system the information about the price for the 



shipment of thf good/ 



25 



4) A server system fo^omputing a quote for a price for shipping goods by rail, said 
server system containing a program element for execution by a CPU, said program 
element comprising: 

a) a first pEpgram component for causing a client system to deliver first 
30 information to a user, the first information prompting the user to enter at the 

client j^sxem iaformation about a rail transportation service for shipment of 
good/by one or more railcars; 
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b) a second program component for receiving information about/ a basic pool of 
railcars, said second program component implementing a fitter for filtering the 
basic pool of railcars based on one or more filtering criteria/io produce a filtered 
pool of railcars, said second program component causing the client system to 
deliver second information to the user, the second injformation prompting the 
user to select at the client system one or more railcarjf among the filtered pool of 
railcars for the shipment of goods; 

c) a third program element for computing a price fj^r the shipment of the goods at 
least in part on the basis of: 

i) the rail transportation service; 

ii) one or more characteristics of the raricars in the filtered pool of railcars 
selected by the user. 



5) A client-server system for computing a^uote for a price for shipping goods by rail, 
comprising: 

a) a client system; 

b) a server system, said dfen^systehi and said server system operative to exchange 
messages over a dam netvpm; 

c) a first program cpmpoirant for execution on said server system for sending 
messages to said^clien^ysrem causine^smd client system to deliver information 
prompting the Ajser jj entfefc-at-^tlie client system information about a rail 
transportation servid^or shipment of goods by one or more railcars; 

d) a second programycomponent for execution on said server system for receiving 
information a6i>ujr a basic pool of railcars, said second program component 
implementing a^filter for filtering the basic pool of railcars based on one or more 



filtering critepa to produce a filtered pool of railcars, said second program 
component sending messages to said client system causing said client system to 
deliver inmrmation to the user prompting the user to select at said client ^stem 
one or rfozt railcars among the filtered pool of railcars for the shipment of 
goods;) 



Fab-OI-02 16:44 From-FETHER^^GH CO 



+514-954-1396 



m 



T-109 P. 24/36 F-147 



10103-191/192 



\0 



55 



e) said client system being operative to s^o said server system messages to 
commxmicate to said server theinfonx^n about the rail transportation service 
entered by the user and thyit^o^re raU cars selected by the user; 

f) a third program clem^^W^ at said server system for computing a price for 
the shipment of ihft^^oo^^^l^^ in part on the basis of: 

i) the rail transfot^wi servi^ 

ii) one or moji^acteristics of the railcard in the filtered pool of railcars 

select^^by the user. 



